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Key Findings

Overview
Creating a data base out of aerial
photographs covering the Panama
Canal Zone and the surrounding
watershed ranging from 1927 to 1983
provides invaluable information about
the recent environmental history of the
canal and what changes have
occurred to the landscape in the past
and how quickly.

Preserving the intrinsic value of
these photographs is important
for having a historical reference
prior to satellite remote sensing
and contribute to:

Understanding the
complex topography of
the canal watershed

Comparing to satellite
imagery, for example
Landsat and Aster data

Investigating historical
deforestation and
changes in the
landscape
Flight paths

Explanation

Societal Impacts
Many natural hazards affect
Panama:

Deforestation

Urban Development

An invasive species known
as Canal Grass

Threats to the tropical
biological diversity
Monitoring these changes helps us
understand the potential impacts
and how to cope or avoid future
threats.
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Similar to the AAS mission of
providing research results and data to
the public, all of the photographs,
imagery, and maps created during the
project are openly accessible to the
public. The data has already been used
by a post-doctorate studying in Panama
for land use analysis. Paralleling the
AAS mission statement of connecting
professionals, our project has brought
the University of Alabama in Huntsville,
CATHALAC, and STRI together and
continues to promote interaction
between these organizations.

